What is claimed, is: 



1. A photometric device for performing the steps of: 

a) performing photometry in a predetermined area of 
an overall area where photometry can /be performed; 

b) performing photometry in a/ plurality of subareas 
formed by dividing at least a par^f of said predetermined 
area ; and 

c) when a difference greater than a predetermined 
value exists among the photometric? results in said subareas, 
correcting the photometric result in said predetermined 
area based on the photometric results in said subareas and 
determining backlight based on / the corrected photometric 
result • 



2. The photometric device according to claim 1, wherein 
the photometric result in said predetermined area is 
corrected on the basis of a fcatio of an average value of 
the photometric results in said plurality of subareas to a 
value indicating the highest! luminance or lowest luminance 
of the photometric results in said plurality of subareas . 



/ 



3 • The photometric devicja according to claim 1 , wherein 
the photometric result ifn said predetermined area is 
corrected on the basis pf a proportion of photometric 
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results falling within a predetermined high-luminance range 
or low- luminance range of/ the photometric results in said 
plurality of subareas . 



peripheral area around said 



4 . The photometric device according to any of claims 1 

/ 

to 3 , wherein backlight is determined when a difference 

/ 

greater than a predetermined reference value exists between 
the photometric resul't in said predetermined area and a 
photometric result in ; 
predetermined area. / 

5^ The photometric device according to any of claims 1 
to ^4 , comprising a plurality of photoelectric conversion 
means ^arranged on the overall area where photometry can be 
performed,, 

wherein a sum of outputs from photoelectric 
conversion means included in said predetermined area of 
said plurality of photoelectric conversion means or a value 
corresponding to an output indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs froha the photoelectric conversion means 
included in said predetermined area is used as the 
photometric result in said predetermined area, and 

values corresponding to the outputs from the 
respective photoelectric conversion means included in said 
predetermined area are used asw the photometric results in 
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said subareas . 

6 . \ The photometric device according to any of claims 1 
to 5,\ comprising a plurality of photoelectric conversion 
means arranged on the overall area where photometry can be 
perf ormed\ 

wherein a sum of outputs from photoelectric 
conversion means included in said predetermined area of 
said plurality of photoelectric conversion means or a value 
corresponding to an output indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs from the photoelectric conversion means 
included in said predetermined area is used as the 
photometric result in said predetermined area, and 

a value corresponding to a sum of outputs from 
photoelectric conversion means other than the photoelectric 
conversion means included iri said predetermined area is 
used as the photometric result Vn said peripheral area. 

7 . The photometric device according to any of claims 1 
to 3, wherein backlight is determined when a difference 
greater than a predetermined reference value exists between 
the photometric result in said predetermined area and a 
photometric result In said overall area. 

8. The photometric /device according to claim 7, 
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comprising a plurality of photoelectric conversion means 
arranged on the overall area / where photometry can be 
performed, 

wherein a sum of oiitputs from photoelectric 
conversion means included in/ said predetermined area of 
said plurality of photoelectric conversion means or a value 
corresponding to an output indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs from the photoelectric conversion means 
Included in said predetermined area is used as the 
photometric result in said ^predetermined area, and 

a value corresponding to a sum of outputs from the 
photoelectric conversion means in said overall area is used 
as the photometric result |ln said overall area. 



/ter^ Tlie P* l6tometric device according to claim 4 , 6 , or 8 , 

23 

Q wherfc^in a value corresponding to a sum of outputs from 
photoelectric conversion means Included in said 
predetermined area is used as the photometric result in 
said predetermined area when at least one of the outputs 
from the photdelectric conversion means is less than a 
predetermined value, and a value corresponding to an output 
indicating the lowest luminance of the outputs from the 
photoelectric conversion means Included in said 
predetermined area is used as the photometric result in 
said predetermined area when all the outputs from the 
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photoelectric conversion means are greater than the 
predetermined value. 



10. A photometric device for performing the steps of: 

a) performing photometrvr in a predetermined area of 
an overall area where photometry can be performed; 

/ 

b) setting a reference value for backlight 

/ 

determination based on a difference between the photometric 
result in said predetermined area and a photometric result 

/ 

in a peripheral area aroupd said predetermined area or a 



photometric result in said' overall area; and 

c) when a difference greater than a predetermined 
value exists among photometric results in subareas formed 
by dividing at least a/ part of said predetermined area, 
correcting said reference value based on the photometric 

j 

results in said subareas . 



11. The photometric Jdevlce according to claim 10, wherein 

said reference value /is corrected on the basis of a ratio 

if 
if 

of an average value of the photometric results in said 
plurality of subareas to a value indicating the highest 
luminance or lowest! luminance of the photometric results in 
said plurality of subareas . 



12. The photometric device according to claim 10, wherein 
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said reference value Is ^orrected on the basis of a 
proportion of photometric results falling within a 
predetermined high -luminance range or low- luminance range 
of the photometric results in said plurality of subareas . 



13. The photometric /device according to any of claims 10 
to 12, wherein backlight is determined when a difference 
greater than a predetermined reference value exists between 

the photometric result in said predetermined area and the 

H / 

P photometric result in the peripheral area around said 

□ / 
p predetermined area. 

m ' 

m 

The photometric device according to any of claims 10 
to\l3, comprising a plurality of photoelectric conversion 
means ^arranged on the overall area where photometry can be 
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wherein a sum of outputs from photoelectric 
conversion means Included in said predetermined area of 
said plurality ok photoelectric conversion means or a value 
corresponding to anv output indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs from\ the photoelectric conversion means 
included in said predetermined area is used as the 
photometric result in saidNpredetermined area, 

values corresponding \ to the outputs from the 
respective photoelectric conversion means included in said 
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redetermined area are used as the photometric results in 
sai4 subareas , and 

value corresponding to a sum of outputs from 

specif ic\ photoelectric conversion means other than the 

photoelectric conversion means included in said 

predetermine^ area is used as the photometric result in 
said peripheral area. 



Q 



Q 
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15. The photometric device /according to any of claims 10 
to 12, wherein backlight is/ determined when a difference 
greater than a predetermined! reference value exists between 
the photometric result in skid predetermined area and the 
photometric result in said overall area. 

16 . The photometric device according to claim 15 , 
comprising a plurality of/ photoelectric conversion means 
arranged on the overall / area where photometry can be 
performed, 

wherein a sum cf£ outputs from photoelectric 
conversion means included in said predetermined area of 
said plurality of photoelectric conversion means or a value 
corresponding to an output indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs from tjie photoelectric conversion means 
included in said predetermined area is used as the 



j 



photometric result in said predetermined area. 



r 
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values corresponding to *$flie outputs from the 
respective photoelectric conversion means included in said 
predetermined area are used as ythe photometric results in 
said subareas, and 

a value corresponding tjb a sum of outputs from the 
photoelectric conversion means in said overall area is used 
as the photometric result in' said overall area. 

^\7. The photometric device according to claim 14 or 16, 
wherein a value corresponding to a sum of outputs from 
photbelectric conversion means included in said 
predetermined area is used as the photometric result in 
said predetermined area when at least one of the outputs 
from the\ photoelectric conversion means is less than a 
predetermined value, and a value corresponding to an output 
indicating The lowest luminance of the outputs from the 
pho t oe lec t r ic\ conversion means included in said 
predetermined ^rea is used as the photometric result in 
said predetermined area when all the outputs from the 
photoelectric conversion means are greater than the 
predetermined value; 



18. A photometric device for gferforming the steps of: 

a) performing photometry in a predetermined area of 
an overall area where photometry can be performed; 
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b) determining any of a plurality of subareas 
including an object for which backlight is determined on 

/ 

the basis of information on measured distance in at least a 
part of said predetermined area, s4iid plurality of subareas 
being formed by dividing at / least a part of said 
predetermined area; and 

c) correcting the photometric result in said 
predetermined area based on ^a photometric result in the 

subarea including said object, and determining backlight 

/ 

based on the corrected photometric result. 



/ 



/ 

19. The photometric device according to claim 18, wherein 

/ 

photometry and distance measurement are performed in each 
of said plurality of subareas . 



20. The photometric device according to claim 18 or 19, 
wherein a detection /element for performing distance 
measurement also performs photometry. 

The photometric device according to any of claims 18 
to ^^0, wherein the photometric result in said predetermined 
area a^s corrected on the basis of a proportion of the 
subarea \ncluding said object of said plurality of subareas. 

22. The photometric device according to any of claims 18 
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tK> 21, comprising a plurality of photoelectric conversion 
raeWns arranged on the overall area where photometry can be 
performed, 

^herein a sum of outputs from photoelectric 
conversion means included in said predetermined area of 
said plurality of photoelectric conversion means or a value 
corresponding to an output indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs from the photoelectric conversion means 
Included in \ said predetermined area is used as the 
photometric result in said predetermined area, and 

values corresponding to the outputs from the 
respective photoelectric conversion means included in said 
predetermined area are used as the photometric results in 
said subareas , \ 

23. The photometric \device according to any of claims 18 
to 22, wherein backlight is determined when a difference 
greater than a predetermined reference value exists between 
the photometric result in said predetermined area and a 
photometric result in a \ peripheral area around said 
predetermined area* 

24. The photometric device according to 23, comprising a 
plurality of photoelectric conversion means arranged on the 
overall area where photometry can be performed, 
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wherein a sum of outptfts from photoelectric 
conversion means included in said predetermined area of 



said plurality of photoelectric conversion means or a value 



corresponding to an output indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs from the photoelectric conversion means 
included in said predetermined area is used as the 
photometric result in said predetermined area, and 

a value corresponding to a sura of outputs from 
photoelectric conversion means other than the photoelectric 
conversion means included/ in said predetermined area is 
used as the photometric rdisult in said peripheral area. 

15. The photometric device according to any of claims 18 
to ^22 , wherein backlight is determined when a difference 
great et than a predetermined reference value exists between 
the photbmetric result in said predetermined area and a 
photometri^result in said overall area. 

26. The photometric device /according to claim 25, 
comprising a plurality of photoelectric conversion means 
arranged on the overall ar^a where photometry can be 
performed, 

wherein a sum of / outputs from photoelectric 
conversion means included / in said predetermined area of 
said plurality of photoelectric conversion means or a value 
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corresponding to an output indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs from the/ photoelectric conversion means 
included in said predetermined area is used as the 
photometric result in said predetermined area, and 

a value corresponding to a sum of outputs from the 
photoelectric conversion means in said overall area is used 
as the photometric result in said overall area. 
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^^7. The photometric device according to claim 22 , 24, or 
26,Vwherein a value corresponding to a sum of outputs from 
photoelectric conversion means included in said 
predetermined area is used as the photometric result in 
said predetermined area when at least one of the outputs 
from the photoelectric conversion means is less than a 
predetermineoV value , and a value corresponding to an output 
indicating the\ lowest luminance of the outputs from the 
photoelectric conversion means included in said 
predetermined areaXis used as the photometric result in 
said predetermined area when all the outputs from the 
photoelectric conversion means are greater than the 
predetermined value . 

28. A photometric device f oryperf orming the steps of: 

a) performing photometry in a predetermined area of 
an overall area where photometry can be performed; 
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b) setting a reference vAlue for backlight 
determination based on a difference Between the photometric 
result in said predetermined area and a photometric result 
in a peripheral area around said/ predetermined area or a 
photometric result in said overall area; 

c) determining any of /a plurality of subareas 
including an object for which /backlight is determined on 
the basis of information on measured distance in at least a 
part of said predetermined area, said plurality of subareas 
being formed by dividing / at least a part of said 
predetermined area; and 

d) correcting said / reference value based on a 
photometric result in the subarea including said object. 

29. The photometric device according to claim 28, wherein 
photometry and distance/ measurement are performed in each 
of said plurality of subareas . 

30. The photometric /device according to claim 28 or 29, 
wherein a detection element for performing distance 
measurement also performs photometry. 



Xj. The photometric device according to any of claims 28 
to ^30 , wherein said reference value is corrected on the 
basisYof a proportion of the subarea including said object 
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&f said plurality of subareas . 

32. \ The photometric device according to any of claims 28 
to 3 A comprising a plurality of photoelectric conversion 
means arranged on the overall area where photometry can be 
performea, 

wherein a sum of outputs from photoelectric 
conversion Wans included in said predetermined area of 
said plurality of photoelectric conversion means or a value 
corresponding \to an output indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs from the photoelectric conversion means 
included in said predetermined area is used as the 
photometric results in said predetermined area, and 

values corresponding to the outputs from the 
respective photoelectric conversion means included in said 
predetermined area arA used as the photometric results in 
said subareas . \ 

33. The photometric device according to any of claims 28 
to 32, wherein backlight isS, determined when a difference 
greater than a predetermined reference value exists between 
the photometric result in said\ predetermined area and the 
photometric result in the peApheral area around said 
predetermined area. \ 
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34. The photometric device according to 33, comprising a 
plurality of photoelectric conversion means arranged on the 
overall area where photometry can be performed, 

wherein a sum of outputs from photoelectric 
conversion means included in said predetermined area of 
said plurality of photoelectric/conversion means or a value 
corresponding to an output indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs from the photoelectric conversion means 

included in said predetermined area is used as the 

/ 

photometric result in said predetermined area, and 

a value corresponding to a sum of outputs from 

/ 

photoelectric conversion means other than the photoelectric 

conversion means included' in said predetermined area is 

used as the photometric result in said peripheral area. 

\5. The photometric device according to any of claims 28 
to\32, wherein backlight is determined when a difference 
great\r than a predetermined reference value exists between 
the photometric result in said predetermined area and the 
photometric result in said overall area. 

36. The photometric devlde according to claim 35, 
comprising a plurality of ^photoelectric conversion means 
arranged on the overall / area where photometry can be 
performed. 
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wherein a sum of outfputs from photoelectric 
conversion means included in / said predetermined area of 
said plurality of photoelectric conversion means or a value 
corresponding to an output indicating the lowest luminance 
of the outputs from the / photoelectric conversion means 
included in said predetermined area is used as the 

/ 

photometric result in said predetermined area, and 

/ 

a value corresponding to a sum of outputs from the 
photoelectric conversion means in said overall area is used 
as the photometric re/ilt in said overall area. 

\7 • The photometric device according to claim 32, 34 , or 
3(^ wherein a value corresponding to a sum of outputs from 
photoelectric conversion means included in said 
predetermined area is used as the photometric result in 
said predetermined area when at least one of the outputs 
from the photoelectric conversion means is less than a 
predetermined value, and a value corresponding to an output 
indlcating\ the lowest luminance of the outputs from the 
photoelectric conversion means Included in said 
predetermined area is used as the photometric result in 
said predetermined area when all the outputs from the 
photoelectric conversion means are greater than the 
predetermined value . 
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A camera comprising said photometric device according 
to\any of claims 1 to 37, wherein operations for taking 
pictures are controlled on the basis of at least one of the 
photome\ric result in said predetermined area and the 
baclclighA determination result . 
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